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“I know I put my debit card back in my wallet,” she said.
“You sure you don't take credit cards?”
“No. Sorry.”

The mother stood with her daughter, watching, waiting,
imagining what it must feel like to want to buy food for
Christmas dinner and have no funds.

“All right,” the elderly woman said. “I'll just put
everything back.”

“Just ring hers up with mine,” the mother said, handing

the cashier her debit card. “I'll pay.”

The two women stared at each other for a moment,
one in disbelief, and the other with relief. One shocked
that a stranger would offer such a gracious gift, the other
relieved God had given her a second chance to give.

The older woman bagged her groceries while the
cashier totaled the amount. When she finished, the
older woman gave the mother a hug, thanking her, and
saying she hoped Santa Claus would be good to her.

Santa? No, the mother thought. But the Lord has already blessed me.

He’s allowed me to give generously and share in His joy. The elderly woman
pushed her cart outside.

When the mother got in the car, her daughter turned to her from the
passenger seat and said, “Mom, you're my hero.”

“Me?”

Tears filled her eyes. These comments, these moments with
her daughter were becoming more rare as the young girl
rushed toward adolescence with all its challenges and new
opportunities: friends, school, social events. Once her
mother’s lap had been the center of her world, but now
being with Mom wasn’t so exciting anymore. She was
growing up, becoming independent....as it should be.
But still, the mother missed her. Now, though, on a
cold Christmas eve the act of giving had brought them
together in ways gift-card presents and predictable
holiday wishes could not.

Our words are pale in comparison to our actions and
motives. What we sow, we reap, so plant seeds of good
deeds and words of hope. Then reap generously the joy of
feeling God’s pleasure.
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GOD’S PROVISION

Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously. Each of you should give what you have decided
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you
need, you will abound in every good work.”

1) Describe a time when you have passed on an opportunity to help someone
in need. What emotions did you feel afterwards?

2) Have you ever found yourself out of funds and dependent upon the
generosity of others? If so, how you felt.
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3) What promise to you find in Paul’s letter to the church in Corinth?

4) What warning do you find?

5)Describe a time when you heard God speaking to you. How did you know
it was God’s voice?
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6) According to Paul, what should be our attitude toward giving to others?

7) Discuss a financial challenge you've faced. How did you get through it?

8) As you reflect upon your giving habits, would you say you're a cheerful or
a grumpy giver?
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9) Describe a time when you gave under compulsion. Do you think the
church, as a whole, reflects a heart of delight in giving or sense of duty?

10) Compare the attitude of the mother at the beginning of the story with
her heart and actions toward the end. In your opinion, what caused this
change of heart?
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11) What key word is repeated in verse 9:8? Describe a time when God blessed
you with exactly what you needed at the right time.

12) What is the purpose of God’s blessing of abundance?
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13) As you consider the conclusion of this mother’s story, how would you say
she benefited from her act of giving?

14) In light of Paul’s command, how would you answer someone who felt
afraid to give when presented with an opportunity to give?
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15) Paul’s admonition is often called the “Law of Abundance.” How might
you apply this principle to other areas of your life?

16) What other lessons did you learn from this mother’s story?



