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focus on the actual needs of the ministry.

After this, the money arrived regularly, allowing us to pray for other
issues. [ am ashamed that it took me ten months to notice this answered
prayer.

Part of our funding came from a particular family who occasionally sent
a check for a thousand dollars. When lean times returned, I prayed again.
That week I asked God for that particular check by Saturday.

It didn’t come from this family. Instead, God touched someone else’s
heart and they sent a thousand-dollar donation.

A few months later we were scraping the bottom again and didn’t have
enough money to pay rent or our director’s salary. Turning to God, I asked
for another miracle—another thousand-dollar check.

[ went to the mailbox each day and, every time, there were the checks
for ten or twenty dollars, but never the big one. Where I usually made one
or two deposits, that week I made three. Still I waited for the thousand-
dollar check, trusting that God would provide. I was sure it would arrive.
After the office closed on Saturday, I hurried to pick up the mail, certain I'd
find that special check. It wasn't there.

I was crushed. God had always met our needs. I'd learned years ago to
ask for specific amounts and He'd always come through, but not this time. I
couldn’t understand it.

Then I began to total that week’s giving. Normally we'd receive between
two and three hundred dollars each week in small checks but, when
I added the checks for that week, I was amazed to find we had
received almost thirteen hundred dollars—a thousand
dollars more than normal!

God had met our needs: Not in one
big way but in lots of small ways. While
waiting for the “big one,” He'd quietly
provided for our daily needs. I'd
looked to the manner in which He'd
provided in the past and expected
Him to do it that way again. But
God can't be placed in a box. His
daily provision can’t be reduced to
a mathematical formula. God is
much more creative than that.

And thank God He is;
otherwise we might take His daily
provision for granted.
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GOD’S PROVISION

Read Philippians 4:19

And my God will supply all your needs according ro
His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”

1) What do you learn about God from this verse?

2) Describe the qualifying elements (“my God,” for example) of this verse
and explain their importance.

3) Do you think it is significant that Paul begins this verse with “my God”
and, if so, why?



&~ Faith & Finances Field Manual <

4) In light of Jesus’ words in John 8:19, “You do not know me or my
Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also;” 8:42, “If God
were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God;” and 8:47,
“Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not
hear is that you do not belong to God,” how would you counsel someone
who says everyone is a child of God?

5) From your study of the Bible and life experience, what privileges has God
given you as His child?
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6) Describe a time when God provided for a specific need. What creative
means did He use?

7) Discuss with others, the multiple ways God provides for our daily needs.
Reflect upon a time when you asked God for healing, provision
or protection (for you or another) and your prayer seemed to be
unanswered. How did you react? What did you learn about God’s
character from this encounter?
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8) What do you think differentiates a need from a want?

9) Reflecting upon the story, what greater issues was God seeking to address
among the staff of this ministry?

10) Do you think it’s important to pray for specific amounts and, if so, why
or why not?
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11) What do you think “according to His riches” means?

12) Reflecting upon the story, what lessons can you learn about the way we

should approach God with our needs?

13) How are we tempted to supply our needs through means other than
God’s goodness and grace?
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14) Describe the role prayer, faith, discernment, work, obedience and trust
play in answered prayer.

15) How has your spiritual life changed as a result of a financial need?

16) What changes have you made in your life as a result of tough financial
times?
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17) How would you counsel someone who doubts that God provides for His
people?



